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Play & Folklore (formerly the Australian Children's Folklore Newsletter) 
SUBJECT & AUTHOR INDEX (issues 1-50): CATEGORY INDEX Supplement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Although the name of a specific individual game, rhyme etc can be found within the more 
comprehensive Subject & author index, this separate supplementary alphabetical listing of 
them by genre or category may assist recognition or consideration of alternatives. 
 
 
The CATEGORIES  represented here are: 
1.  Games   pp 2–8 
2.  Rhymes                                 pp 9–12 
3.  Songs                                    p 13 
4.  Parodies                                p 14 
5.  Taunts and teases.                p 15 
 
 
References throughout are to the Newsletter issue # :  page #. 
 
 
Suggestions or corrections are welcomed to assist its accuracy and usefulness to Play & 
Folklore subscribers or users.  

 

 
 

 



Museum of Victoria                  Play & Folklore            CATEGORY index [Supplement to main 
                                                                            Subject & author index (issues 1-50)] 

  

Hill Associates Play & Folklore            CATEGORY index    7/7/08                                       2                        

 

1.   GAMES 
 

Immediately after this general listing of games are separate listings for  

• Hopscotch & skipping games 

• Jacks games 

• Marbles games (with its own marbles types and terms subcategories) 

 
 
AIDS (Denmark, Norway & England) [chasey game]   26: 16 
Australian Dingo as version of British Bulldog or Red Rover  4:  8 
 
Banders   41: 2     
bedlan  6: 3   
Black cat   7: 9 
Blackie & mother (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4-5   26: 16 
Bolivian ball game  11: 2[illus]    
Bore-a-hole  [infant play] [Canada] [circle & poke game]   11: 13 
bottle tops    47: 12  
Brandy   19: 13 
Brandy [ball game]   15: 6    
British Bulldog   39: 2 [Coburg Vic. 1990s version]  [photo 1996]  41: 2, 4[photo]   45: 11 
Buck buck  (played in ancient Rome) [boys’ game]  14:  7    
Bushrangers   20-21: 34 
Butito (Larnaca, Cyprus) stepping game [1940s]  11: 12-13 
 
Capture the flag (US)   48: 5 
Casino [card game]  40: 7 
Cat   40: 7 
Cat & mouse  (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
Cat & mouse [circle game]  13: 3 [illus] 
Cat [illus]  8: 12-13 
Charlie over the water [ball game]   15: 6    
Chasey [girls’ games] 7: 8   10: 10    37: 3[PNG]  40:3[photo]   45: 11   
Choi Dai [SE Asian game]  16: 19 
cigarette cards  41: 9 [photos] 
clapping games   37: 2[PNG]   45: 9    
Clock chook [1940s]   26: 14 
cockfighting  [1860s] [Adelaide] [boys’ game]   27: 3 
Cockylora  47: 12 
Collecting [newspaper wallpaper]   47: 13 
Conkers  [swinging horse chestnuts]   41:  4 
cowboys & Indians   45: 12   48: 4 
Crib [card game]  10: 11   
cricket  7: 6-9 
 
Danh Dua [SE Asian game]   16: 19 
Diabalo  [illus]  8: 13 
dodgeball [US]  see  Poison ball 
double-jointed tricks   41:  8 
Down-ball  13: 6 
Draw a bucket of water for a lady’s daughter   33: 12 
Drop the handkerchief (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
Drop the hankie  5: 11   6: 3   6: 10(NZ) 19: 13   22: 10(Qld) (1930s) 
Drop the Tray   50:  8 
Ducks are flying [stone game]   41:  9 
Duffer (role in game Find the ring) 5: 11 
Dukes of Spain  6: 2-5 
 
Eagle & the Chickens (rules)   13: 1 



Museum of Victoria                  Play & Folklore            CATEGORY index [Supplement to main 
                                                                            Subject & author index (issues 1-50)] 

  

Hill Associates Play & Folklore            CATEGORY index    7/7/08                                       3                        

 

Egg 7: 9 
Egg cup [ball game]    7: 6    
Egg cup [boys’ game]   7: 6    
Elastics  7: 9   13: 5 
England, contemporary playground games in   45:  4 
  
Faggies (flicking cigarette cards)   5: 13 
Farmer in the dell (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
Feet off the ground [Moldavia]   9: 7 
Film stars [tiggy game]  15: 6 [illus] 
Find the ring  5: 11 
firecrackers  45:  12 
Fish in the net [chasey game]   18: 13-14 
Five hundred [card game] 10: 11 
Five Stones   29: 8[Thailand]   38:14   40:10 [photo] 
Flickers (Fremantle WA) (1930s) [cigarette card game]  22: 13-14 
Flutters (Fremantle WA) (1930s) [cigarette card game]  22: 14 
Fly (shoes version, not sticks) [1980s] [game]11: 2 
Fly [sticks game] 7: 9    9: 5 
Follow the leader    7: 9 
FooFoo [teacher-pupil game]  24: 11   30-31: 11-12 
Foolie, foolie come to schoolie (schoolroom parody)   30-31: 11-12 
footy  7: 6    7: 9[Tip]    10: 10[boys’ game] 
Footy without goals [girls’ games]   7: 8    
Forty-four I see [Hide & seek game adaptation]   29: 3 
Four square [USA]   48:  5 
Freeze tag [USA]    48:  5 
French cricket   18: 14 
French cricket (mental arithmetic)  33: 12-13 
Fruit basket upset (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
 
gambling   47:  14-16 
Gang Tiggy    50: 8 
Grand Old Duke of York, The (NZ) 6: 10 
Green gravel   5: 10 
Green gravel [NZ] 6: 9  7: 3 
 
Hand cricket 7: 9 
Handball [7: 9 
handclapping [games/rhymes]      25:18   42: 15  43: 5   44: 2, 10   49: 3 
Happy families [card game]  10: 11 
hard tennis [illus]  6: 8 
Here come three gentlemen out of Spain (NZ) 6: 10 
Here comes an old woman from Botany Bay   13: 9 
hide & seek   7: 8   9: 7[Moldavia]    18: 25[1930s] [Qld]    22: 11[1930s] [Qld] 40: 8   45: 11 
Hidey [girls’ games]  10: 10    
High cockalorum  [1860s] [Adelaide] [boys’ game]  27: 3 
hockey in Pakistan   42: 14 
hockey,  stick & jam tin  [Shinty]   41:  9 
hole game, Aboriginal   28: 8 
Holey, holey [toss money in a hole game] [WA]  19: 11 
Honey [game, Aboriginal search]   9: 13-14 
hoops, bowling   45:  10 
Hoppo Bumpo   41: 2   42: 3[photo] 
Hopscotch    7: 8-9   13: 1[rules] 14: 3[girls’ games] 45: 7-8   45: 11   48: 16-17 
   see also HOPSCOTCH subsection below for names of games 
Hospital tiggy  [game] 19: 13 
hula hoops   41:  4 
Hymn book race   5: 14 
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I spy with my little eye [UK 1920s] [Geelong region 1925-35]   28: 6 
ice-skating at St Moritz   41: 3 
In & out the window 19: 13 
 
Jack be nimble...  49: 9 
jacks   45:  9 
 see also JACKS GAMES subsection below for names of games 
Jaffa smash   41:  5 
Johnny & Jane & Jack & Lou...  [1898] [singing game]  1: 5   
Jolly Miller (NZ) 6: 10 
jumping rope [1910s Melbourne]   28: 9 
 
kabadi [Pakistan]   42: 14 
Keepings off [ball game]    19: 13    
Kick ball [US]   48:  5 
Kick the can [US]    48:  5 
Kick the tin [girls’ games]   10: 10    
King [tennis ball game]   4: 2 
King of the hill [US]    48:  5 
kites   41: 3  48:  4 
Kit-Kat  8: 12-13 
Kitty [1940s] [card game]  26: 14 
Knock out [USA]   48:  5 
Knucklebones [boys’ game]   10: 10   30-31: 5-10   
   see also Jacks  (some say...) 
Knuckles   18: 14 
 
Land / Countries [hopscotch game]   18: 12-13 
lapta [Moldavia] [ball game]   9: 7    
Leap frog   41: 1 
let’s-pretend games   40: 3 
Long-ball  13: 6 
Lost babies    26: 12 
Ludo   10: 11   41:  4 
 
marbles  6: 3    
see MARBLES subsections below re games, terms, marbles etc. 
Marbles [boys’ game] 10: 10  
matchboxes,  musical    41:  9 
Milk caps [game] [US]    27: 1 
milkbottle tops/caps   45:  12 
monkey-bars   41:  8 
mothers & babies   7: 8 
Mothers & fathers   26: 12 
mumble peg  47: 12 
Mums, Dads & gardens     50:  8    
Musical chairs  5: 14 
Musical stick  5: 14 
 
Noughts & croses game [Cyprus Greece]  11: 12-13 
Nuts in May (NZ) 6: 10 
 
O’Tedama [Japanese knucklebones/Jacks]  14: 14   16: 19   30-31: 24 
Off ground tiggy   13: 5-6 
Old maid [card game]  10: 11 
On yonder hill (NZ) 6: 9 
Oranges & lemons  6: 10[NZ]   19: 13 
Oranges & lemons (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
Oranges & lemons [girls’ games]    10: 10    
Oranges & lemons [song]   5: 10-11 
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pennies on a string  41:  9 
Pepper & red hot jolly pepper [fast skipping game]  19: 12 
picture, progressive   40:  9-10 
Plain & clappy [ball game]     33: 10 
POG [sidewalk game]  30-31: 12 
Poison ball  19: 13   40: 1-2  41: 2   48: 5 
Poison ivy 7: 9 
Poor Jenny  [NZ]  6: 10 
Poor pussy (rules)   13: 1 
Puss/Pussy in the corner   5: 11   33: 13 
 

Queen Mary, Queen Mary  6: 3-4 
 
Races   7: 8 
Rats & rabbits (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
Red Rover   4: 8   6: 3   34: 8   
   - (Qld) (1930s)   22: 10    
   - (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4    
   - Australian as version of British Bulldog or    4: 8 
Releaso   41: 1-2 
Riddle me ree, tell me what I can see... [guessing game] [SA}  25: 4 
Robin Hood & his merry men (Qld) (1930s)  22: 11 
Rock, paper, scissors  47: 12 
   see also under paper or under scissors 
Rounders   5: 11   10: 10[boys’ game] 
Rubber band chain [Elastics game]   17: 14[illus] 
 
Saddle-me-nag  4: 3   41: 1 
Scissors, paper, stone 14: 2   
   see also paper & rock 
Scone on stick   47:  16 
See this pretty little girl of mine (NZ) 6: 9 
Seven men come to work (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
Sevens   41:  8 
Sevenses (rules)   13: 1 
shanghais   38: 3-4   45: 10[photo]    48:  4 
Sheep, sheep come home   5: 10   6: 3    9: 7    25: 4 
Shinty [version of Hockey] hockey]    20-21: 16[colonial verion]    41:  9[with stick & jam tin] 
sides (teams tagging a tree)  7: 6 
Simon says   19: 13 
skipping games   5: 11-13   6: 3   7: 8-9 
  see also HOPSCOTCH & SKIPPING subsection below 
Snakes & ladders  10: 11    26: 14[1940s] 
Soccer 7: 9 
SOS [rules]   13: 7 [illus] 
Stag knife 14: 2 
Star Wars [boys’ game]  7: 8    
Stationary   49: 4 
Statues   6: 3   7: 9 
Step on my shadow  (SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
Steps & Stairs [shelter shed game]   19: 12 
stick game [India]   28: 7-8 
sticks & trees [1910s] 12: 6 
string games     45: 8 
subversive play   44:  6-7 
 
taba (Argentinian game)    16: 13 
Tally-ho   4: 4 
Ten nails in your back [girls’ games]   7: 4 
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The farmer’s in his den [singing game] 4: 2 
Thwack-ball / Thwackers (Sydney) [1970s, late]     25: 5-6 
Tiggy  [game] 19: 13   28: 2[variations] 39: 1[photo Bar Tiggy 1996]   40: 8 
Tikes on trikes   41:  5 
Tip cat   4: 4   5: 13-14   11: 3 [illus] 
Tip cat [1800s]  [British Isles]  27: 2   see also Ti moggie 
Tip Cat [stick game]   41:  9 
Tip Cat combined with Rounders  11: 3 
Tip football   7: 9 
Toodle-em-Buc [New Zealand]  [pitching game]  4:  8 
Toolumbuck   41: 9[Christmas cherry-bob game]   47: 15[chant] 
Treasure Island sandpit dig   41:  5 
Tunnelball (Qld) (1930s)  22: 10 
Twos & threes   5: 14   6: 3   -(SA) [1844-1944]   25: 4 
Two-square [ball game]   40: 8 
 
Up-ball [tennis ball game]    4: 2 
Ups & downs [Jacks/Knucklebones]    4: 7   23: 11   30-31: 7-8 
Vietnam (bowling hoops)   45:  10 
volleyball in Pakistan   42: 14 
 
Wars (West Ryde 1970s)   20-21: 21-23 
Wash the dishes    5: 14    42: 3    45: 3[1954 photo] 
Wash the dishes  45: 3 [photo: Melbourne school playground, 1954] 
Weak horses [boys’ game]   7: 6 
What’s the time Mr Wolf...  45:  11 
What’s the time, Mr Wolf?   19: 13    45: 11 
What’s the time?... (Sydney late 1970s)     25: 7 
World tiggy    28: 2 
wrestling  in Pakistan   42: 14 
 
 

GAMES subsections to date 
 

 
HOPSCOTCH & SKIPPING GAMES   29: 11 
Dancing Dolly 
Blue Bells 
Charlie Charlie 
Jelly on the Plate 
Cowboy Joe 
Snail, The 
Spider Web 
Aeroplane 
Horse Shoe 
 
 
JACKS GAMES   23:  11-12 
Clicks  23: 12    
Feed the crows   23: 11    
Jump the hurdles    23: 11  
My little puppy dog won’t bite you   23: 12    
My little pussy cat likes skim milk  23: 11    
No catching flies  23: 12    
Overhand  23: 12    
Scatters  23: 11    
Stable the horses  23: 11    
Ups & downs  23: 11 
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MARBLES GAMES   (followed by marbles types and terms subcategories) 
Big Ring   5: 13   7: 6   34: 8 
Eyedrop   34: 8 
Eyedrop (Qld) (1930s)  22: 11 
Fat   7: 6   17: 7[1920s] 
Funny-knuckle [girls version]   14: 2-3 
Holes   17: 7[1920s]    22: 11(Qld) (1930s)   34: 8 
 see also Three holes 
In the hole [marbles game]   41:  7 
In the ring [marbles game]   41:  6 
Little Ring   34: 8 
marbles games  37: 2-3[PNG]  40: 7[1950s photo] 
Nucks/Nux/nuck holes  41:  6 
Okey dokey karaoke!   47:  16 
On the line   41:  7 
Ones up   33: 11 
Rebounds  16: 19 
Ring   17: 7[1920s] 
Ring (Qld) (1930s)  22: 11 
Rings [PNG] 37:  3 
  see also Big ring 
  see also Little ring 
  see also Small ring   
Small ring   5: 13 
Three holes   5: 13 
Tok [PNG] 37:  3 
Welch marbles 28: 6 
 
 
 

Marbles types: 
 
agates   40: 7   41: 6  
Aggot or Aggie (often agate)   33: 11 
alleys  4: 3   47: 16[all marbles] 
Ball bearing   15: 3 
beach balls  16: 19 
big ring  45:12  
Bird’s Cage   14: 11 
birds’ eggs  16: 19 
Birdshit   14: 11 
Blood  (burgundy or alizarin crimson: most prized)   33: 11 
Blood Nose   14: 11 
bloodeyes  47: 13 
Bloodsucker   14: 11 
Blue Bell   14: 12 
Blue Jet   14: 12 
Blue Moon   15: 3 
Blue Snake   14: 12 
Blush   14: 12 
bonzas   47: 13 
Bot/Bottley (from green softdrink bottle glass: a prize!)  33: 11 
Cat’s Eye   14: 11   16: 19 
China Alley (or Chinas)   14: 11   15: 3 
Chinese flick   43: 5 
Chows  40: 7 
Cleary   15: 3 
Cocky Cage   15: 3 
Coke   14: 11 
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commonies   41: 6[photo] 
Dakes  33: 11 
Doctor Spock   14: 12 
Dooks [rhymes with chooks]  33: 11 
Galaxy (or Galaxian)   14: 12   15: 3   16: 19 
gingeries   40: 7 
glass allies  41: 6[photo] 
glassies   40: 7 
Glassy (clear with colored designs inside)   33: 11 
Go   14: 11 
hundred-&-four-ers   40: 7 
Kings   15: 3 
Night   14: 11 
Normal   15: 3 
oilies   16: 19 
pearlies  16: 19 
PeeWee   15: 3 
Pirate   14: 11 
pitcher   41:  7 
pizzas  16: 19 
Planet   14: 11 
Poo   14: 12 
seventy-two-ers   40: 7 
Spaceys   15: 3 
Steelies (smaller or larger)   33: 12 
stonies  41:  6 
stonkers   40: 7 
Stonkey (clay: often from centers of Chinese Checkers)   33: 11 
Stop   14: 11 
taw  40: 7   41:  6 
terms [1950s]   22: 19-23 
Tints   15: 3 
Tom Bowler (or Tom)   14: 11  15: 3   16: 18 
Tombola (largest of all)   33: 12 
tommies  16: 19 
Wait   14: 11 

 
 
 

Marbles terms 
 
fenannick/fernannick (fudging)  33: 11 
fire (shoot a marble)   33: 11 
funnicking    41:  7 
haves (line)  33: 11 
king-hit  47: 13 
kiss (touch another marble while pinking)   33: 11 
overs (line)  33: 11 
pink (gently toss)  33: 11 
poison   37: 3[PNG]   45: 12 
skun (all marbles lost)   33: 11 
skun the ring    41:  7 
toeing line  41:  7 
warts  40: 7 

 
 
 
[End of CATEGORY INDEX: GAMES] 
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2.   RHYMES    
 

Immediately after this general listing of rhymes are separate listings for  

• Couning-out rhymes        p 11 

• Nursery games     p 11 

• Rude / vulgar / obscene rhymes      p 12 

• Skipping rhymes     p 12 

 
1,2,3,4,5   14:  6 
 
A friend lost a kangaroo...  [English] [Greek]   3: 5 
A kid in our house this morning...   48: 18  
A man sat down by the sewer...  46: 17 
A pound of tea at 1 & 3, a tin of marmalade jam...  33: 13 
A sailor went to sea...  42:15   43:5   49:3 
ABC...Out the door...  [English] [Greek]   3: 5 
 
Baa baa black sheep...   49: 9 
Barney the purple dinosaur...   42: 7[NZ] 
Bart versus Lisa...   42: 7[NZ]  
Brick wall, waterfall...  49: 10 
 
Catch a little pakeha... [NZ]   42: 6 
Charlie Chaplin...  48: 3 [skipping] [illus] 
   see also separate SKIPPING RHYMES subcategory below 
Charlie over the water (ball game)   15: 6 
Charlie, Charlie...  48:  2 [skipping]   
   see also separate SKIPPING RHYMES subcategory below 
 Cinderella dressed in yella phrase within rhyme Apple pie, cherry pie... 7: 4 
Co – co – nut, co – co –nut... [NZ] [counting]   42: 5 
   see also separate COUNTING-OUT RHYMES subcategory below  
Cool it...  [English] [Greek]  3: 5 
counting out   20-21: 27 
   see separate COUNTING-OUT RHYMES subcategory below 
Cowboy Joe... [skipping] [illus]  48:  3 
   see also separate SKIPPING RHYMES subcategory below 
Cows are in the meadow... [NZ barbed wire version]  42: 6 
 
Dimietru, do you love me?...  [English] [Greek]  3: 5 
Don’t care..  [1920s]   20-21: 27 
Double, double...[NZ] [skipping]   42: 8 
   see also separate SKIPPING RHYMES subcategory below 
 
Eenie, meenie, minie mo... [counting] 49: 7 
  see also separate COUNTING-OUT RHYMES subcategory below  
 
Fain any...[marbles]   40: 7 
Fanta, Fanta, my friend Fanta...   [NZ] [elastics]   42: 7 
Fatty & Skinny went to the zoo...  (Sydney) [1970s, late]    25: 7 
fierce & frightful Bunyip..., The  [1917]  16: 3 
Fire, fire yelled Mr Dwyer... (name everyone in town)  33: 12 
Fish trout, you’re out... [counting]    36: 9   49: 2 
   see also separate COUNTING-OUT RHYMES subcategory below 
  
Girls are sexy, made out of Pepsi... [rhyme]    50: 20 
Girls are sexy... [NZ taunt]   42: 7 
Girls are weak... [rhyme]   40: 1-2  44: 8 
Glory, glory hallelujah...   7: 4 
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Goosey, goosey gander...   49: 9 
 
handclapping [games] [rhymes]     25:18   42: 15  43: 5   44: 2, 10   49: 3 
Here’s to remember the fifth of November... 19: 1 
I am the ghost of a place named Venus...,   42: 5 
I had a little motor car...  6: 7 
I hate you... [NZ]   42: 7 
I know a man named Michael Finnigan...  [English]   5: 2 
I’m an Australian... [NZ]    42: 6 
It was midnight on the ocean...  [1940s]   4: 4 
Jingle bells, Batman smells... [NZ]   42: 7 
 
Ladies & gentlemen, reptiles & crocodiles...  [1940s]   4: 4 
Little Jack Horner...   43: 4 
Little Jika Jika [1917 & today]  16: 2-3 
Little Miss Muffet...  49: 9 
 
Mary had a little bro... [NZ]   42: 5 
Mary had a little lamb... [NZ foot & mouth scare version]  42: 5 
Mary Mack dressed in black... [hand-clapping rhyme]   42: 15   43: 5 
Mary, Mary, quite contrary... (parody)   49: 9 
Men in black [NZ]  [‘double this, double that’ handclapping rhyme]    42: 8 
Michael Finnegan  14:  8 
Miss Suzy had a steamboat...  49: 11 
missus   33: 12 
Moon so bright... (Greek nursery rhyme)   43: 4 
   see also separate COUNTING-OUT RHYMES subcategory below  
My father was born in Germany...  [English] [Greek]   3: 5 
 
No more teachers, no more books... 7: 4 
 
Old Bob’s canter [1917]  16: 4 
One potato, two potato... [rhyme]   27: 7 
One potato...  [English] [Greek]   3: 5 
onions, bunions, corns & crabs in Magic Pudding, The  14:  7 
Oranges & lemons  49: 9 
Over the sea is my daddy today... [1917]  16: 2-3 
 
Pavlova [NZ] [elastics]     42: 7 
Pepsi Cola, Coca Cola, Lion Brown... [NZ school chant]     42: 6 
Po kare kare ana... [marijuana version]   42: 4 
Policeman, policeman do your duty...[skipping rhyme]   48: 2 
   see also separate SKIPPING RHYMES subcategory below 
Pop goes the weasel   14:  6 
 
Rabbit hot, rabbit cold...  22: 1 
Rahina, rahina, one, two, three...  [skipping rhyme]  42: 5 
   see also separate SKIPPING RHYMES subcategory below 
Ring-a-rosies...  49: 9 
Roll, roll, roll your dope...   42: 4 
Roses are red..  6: 6 
 
Simpsons, The  [NZ rhyme]   42: 7 
Six white cats in an ole tin tub... [1917]  16: 4 
skipping   20-21: 23-26 
Smell/hear them coming down the street... [1930s]  12: 2 
Spice Girls [NZ] [‘double this, double that’ handclapping rhyme]   42: 8 
Step on a crack, marry a rat... [NZ versions]   42: 6 
 
Teddy bear, teddy bear...  [hand-clapping rhyme]   43: 5 
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The man from Mendindie   16: 5 
The man from Mungundi... [1917]  16: 4 
There was a little girl...  by Longfellow   14:  8 
Three ha-pence for tuppence... [1917]  16: 4 
Tic tac toe, here we go...   48: 1 
Tinker, tailor, soldier, sailor... [elastics]    20-21: 3[illus] 
Too wise you are...    15: 11[illus] 
Twelve & twelve are 24...     2: 10[illus] 
Twinkle, twinkle football star...  6: 7 
 
Uga buga hairy legs umbrella feet...[rhyme]    49: 4 
Wanna fight?–Marmite... [NZ]    42: 6 
What’s the time?...  (Sydney) [1970s, late]    25: 7 
When Susie was a baby... [English] [Greek]   3: 5 
When Suzy was a baby... , cross-cultural study of    25: 18    34: 2 
Who killed cockatoo? (Aus version of Who killed cock Robin?)   24: 2 
 
 
COUNTING-OUT RHYMES   27: 6-8 
1, 2, 3 Nanny... 24: 6 
2, 4, 6, 8, 10...  24: 6 
Croatian   27: 7 
Eena, deena, dinah, dust... [1860s]   24: 7 
Eena-meena, ming-pong... [1910s Melbourne]   28: 10 
Eenie Menie Minie Mo  (Qld) (1930s)   22: 11 
Einey, meiney. miney. mo...   7: 8   15: 10 
Elery, belbery, rippity, rye... [1914]   24: 7 
Ena, dena, dina, doh... [1914]   24: 7 
Ho, ho, off I go... [1914]   24: 7 
ig dig dog shit...  7: 8 
Ikke backa... [Danish] (1958)   25: 17   26: 16 
Ikke backa... [Swedish] (1958)   25: 17   26: 16 
Ink, pink, paper, stink  (Qld) (1930s)   22: 11 
Ink, pink, pen & ink...  15: 10 
Kangaroo & wallabee... [1914]  24: 7 
Lady, lady, touch the grounds... [1910s Melbourne]   28: 10  
Little Miss Pink...   27: 7-8 
Mary fell down the drain...  7: 8 
Mickey Mouse [was] in his house...   27:  8 
Moldavia  9: 7 
Narromine  24: 7 
Ninkle, dinkle, catch a winkle... [1914]  24: 7 
Oh dear doctor don’t catch me...   24: 6 
One potato, two potato  (Qld) (1930s)   22: 11 
Onery, ooery, ickery Ann...   24: 7 
Queen, Queen Caroline...   24: 6 
There’s a party on the hill ...   27: 8 
Turkish   13: 2 

 

 

NURSERY RHYMES 
 
Arrez Con Leche   34: 13 
Baa baa black sheep    14:  6 
Gammer Gurton’s Garland [1784]   14:  6, 8 
Goose-a-goose-a-gander   [1784]   14:  7 
Hey Diddle Diddle the Cat & the Fiddle   14:  9 
Hickory dickory dock    14:  6 
Italian  11: 4 
Little Bo-Peep   14: 7[1784]   17: 4[1364] 
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Little boy blue    14:  6 
Once I had a cat  [Greek]  14:  9 
publications 1700-1900    17: 4-5 
Rabbit young, rabbit old...  14:  10 
Sing a song of sixpence   14:  6 
The  
   - grand old Duke of York  14:  9 
   - old woman who lived in a shoe  [1784]   14:  6-7 
   - old man, he had one...  14:  9 
Tom Thumb’s pretty song book [1744]    14:  6 

 

 

RUDE /VULGAR /OBSCENE RHYMES 
 
Ching Chong Chinaman  14:  5 
Deadwood Dick   14:  4 
I’m a little Dutch girl  14:  4 
I’m Pop-eye the sailor man...    15: 4 
Mary had a little lamb (closet version)   14:  5 
Not last night but the night before...  7: 10 
Ta-ra-ra-boom-di-ay   14:  5 
The night was dark & stormy  14:  4 
 
 
SKIPPING RHYMES 
 
ABC   13: 3 
Christmas crackers...   19: 3 
Dancing dolly has no sense...   19: 4 
H-I-T spells HOT   13: 3 
House to let, apply within... [versions]   19: 4 
I bought a little motor car in 1984  13: 3 
Kitchen, – – – in the  ...   19: 5 
My father’s cabbages...   19: 3 
Old Mother Moore...   19: 3 
On the hillside stands a lady   13: 3 
Once you get in...    19: 12 
Sea shell, cockle shells, Evy, Ivy, Over... [Asian]    3: 5 
Teddy bear, teddy bear   13: 3 
Tit-a-tat who is that?...  15: 4 
Two, four, touch the floor...  19: 3 
Two, four...     20-21: 23 
 
 
 
 
[End of CATEGORY INDEX: RHYMES] 
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3.   SONGS 
 

 

A sailor went to sea sea sea [1980s] [clapping song]  [music]     13: 14[illus] 
Boys are cheats & liars...   49: 9 
Captain Cook (wrote a book / broke his hook)...Australia [1917]    16: 2 
Clementine [parodies of]   12: 11 
Come on Aussie,  come on [parodies of]   12: 11 
Come on school, blow up, blow up..  [parody]    12: 9 
Daisy daisy   8: 7 
drawing stories/songs    38: 6  40:  9-10 
Flea [1970s]  [music] [clapping song]    13: 12[illus] 
Found a peanut    26: 17 
Frere Jacques [parodies of]    12: 11 
God of nations...  [NZ versions]    42: 6 
Good King Wenceslas... [sic] [schoolyard song]    40: 8 
Guy, guy,  guy, a penny for a guy  (Adelaide 1890s-1930s)    22: 7 
Hand me down my walking cane    26: 17 
How much is that doggie in the window?    8: 7   14:  8 
I wrote a letter to my love...  (for Drop the hanky game)  6: 3 
John Brown’s Body  [parodies of]  12: 11 
Kookaburra sits in an old gum tree (by Marion Sinclair)   14:  8 
Lord Nelson was...   15: 9 
love songs    43: 4 
Manden og konen satte sig ned... [Danish clapping song]    15: 2 
Mary had a canary... 1993  Balmain    25: 18 
Michael Finnigan    8: 7 
My mother told me [1970s]  [music]   13: 12 [illus] 
My name is Ali Ali [1970s]  [music] [clapping song]    13: 13[illus] 
Nicky nacky noo   25: 10   26: 17 
Now you are married, you must be good    34:  9 
Oh Father I’ve killed a cat     25: 10   26: 17 
On top of old Smokey... (parody)    12: 10-11 
Oranges & lemons [game]    5: 10-11 
Pidgin song while drawing    40: 9-10 
Po Kare Kare ana   [parodies of]  12: 11 
Row row row your boat  [parodies of]   12: 11 
Said the young Obadiah...    15: 9 
school songs & war cries    47:  14 
Snow White dwarfs  [parodies of]   12: 11 
Somewhere over the rainbow     8: 7 
Speak, speak, speak to me Thora   10: 11 
The Mickey song    15: 12 
There was an old woman & she could do...    15: 9 
There’s a place in France [1970s]  [music]    13: 12 [illus] 
This old man [parodies of]   12: 11 
Twinkle, twinkle little star... [Mauri version]    42: 5 
Waltzing Matilda    8: 7    14: 8 
Walzing Matilda, the great Australian folk song   14:  8 
We’re happy little Vegemites... (condom version)    22: 4 
While the old man was chasing his son....    15: 9 
Wi:tpikspa (Aboriginal song about Weetbix)    29:12 
You are my sunshine   8: 7 
You’ll never get to heaven   25: 9   26: 17 

 
 
[End of CATEGORY INDEX: SONGS] 
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4.   PARODIES 
 
‘Care for kids’ jingle for Year of the Child, parody of    6: 4 
‘Uncle Sam’ deodorant TV advertisement, parody of    6: 4 
Clementine [song]    12: 11 
Come on Aussie,  come on [song]   12: 11 
Come on school, blow up, blow up.. [song]   12: 9 
Foo foo [schoolroom game]      30-31: 11-12 
Frere Jacques [song]     12: 11 
Humpty dumpty [illus]   10: 7 
Jingle bells, Batman smells [music] [1970s]    13: 14 [illus] 
John Brown’s Body [song]   12: 11 
Ladies and jellyspoons... [nonsense]   50:  19 
Little Jack Horner    10: 8 
Mary had a little lamb [music] [1970s]    10: 8   13: 11 [illus] 
Mary had a little lamb... [rhyme dead/bread version]    50:  20 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John...[prayer]   15: 8 
On top of old Smokey... (song)   12: 10-11 
Po Kare Kare ana  [song]  12: 11   42: 4 
Row, row your boat    10: 7[illus] 12: 11 
Snow White dwarfs [song]   12: 11 
Step on a crack, marry a rat... [NZ tampon version]    42: 6 
This old man [song]    12: 11 
We’re happy little vegemites     22: 4 

 
 
 
 
 
[End of CATEGORY INDEX: PARODIES] 



Museum of Victoria                  Play & Folklore            CATEGORY index [Supplement to main 
                                                                            Subject & author index (issues 1-50)] 

  

Hill Associates Play & Folklore            CATEGORY index    7/7/08                                       15                        

 

 

4.   TAUNTS & TEASES 
 
alarm clock reset    1: 4 
Boys are cheats & liars...[song]    49: 9 
Boys are spastic...   [NZ]    42: 7 
Catch a little pakeha... [NZ]     42: 6 
Cry-baby & Allison, sitting... [taunt]    49:8 
errands, false   1: 3 
fake broken arms   1: 3 
Girls are sexy... [NZ taunt]    42: 7 
God of nations...  [NZ versions]    42: 6  
I’m an Australian... [NZ taunt]    42: 6 
My friend Billy had a 10 foot willy...    44: 9 
poo, plastic doggy   1: 3 
signs on backs     1: 4 
taunts & teases    1: 3-4   6: 6 
temper test [hair]     41:  8 
There’s a spider on you/your   1: 3 
Your shoelace is undone    1: 3 

 
 
 
[End of CATEGORY INDEX: TAUNTS & TEASES] 
 


