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ForMmAL RECORDS
S. striata

Although there are several sight records of the White-fronted
Tern (Sterna striata) for Viectoria, there are, to our knowledge,
only two skins in existence from that State, both in the National
Museum of Victoria. Hindwood (1946: 183), in his exhaustive
account of this species in Australia, referred to one of them
(B2537, infra), but was unable to locate the specimen. It has
since been found, and details of both skins follow

Reg. No. B2537 B2293

Sex 3 3

Plumage winter ; imm. winter ; sub-adult (see plate, A,B)
Locality Mordialloc Williamstown

Date c. 1874 Aug. 6, 1948

Collector W. Kel shawd. A. McVelgh

Iris dark brown

Bill - black, tipped whitish

Feet - - reddish-bl'own, webs yellowish-brown
Stom. contents — blue sprats (Stolephorus robustus)

lamprey (Mordacia sp.)

S. h. longipennis

In an earlier paper, Hindwood (1944: 41-43) drew attention
to the fact that there were two formal records of Sterna hirundo
tongipennis (vernacular names: Black-billed or Eastern Common
Tern, Nordmann’s Tern and Long-tailed Tern), from Australian
waters, viz., ‘Warrior Reef,” Torres Strait, and Cape York, North
Queensland. Both specimens had previously been identified as
S. striata, a species which closely resembles longipennis in winter
plumage. He also listed three examples from Lord Howe Island.
Further, it was Hindwood’s opinion that these occurrences ‘may
be considered, in the present state of our knowledge, abnormal.’
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